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of town, and shall not be settled in town till the end of
January.    I will then see you at any time you wish.
It would gratify me to be of any service to you, I wish
it may be in my power.
I am. Sir, your obedient humble
servant,
H. davy."
Early in 1813 he sent for Faraday and told him of the
situation of assistant in the Laboratory, then vacant. He
still advised him not to lose his prospects as a bookseller's
apprentice, saying science was a harsh mistress, and smiled
at his notion concerning the superior moral feelings of
philosophic men, saying he would leave him the experience
of a few years to set him right on that matter.
From the perspective of history this was the greatest
action of Davy's personal life. It is impossible not to be
moved by his generous feeling, profound insight and perfect
behaviour on this occasion. Almost at the moment when
he was helping with perfect understanding a youth of
scientific genius and social origin similar to his own, he was
committing the chief error of his personal life through failure
to understand himself and a member of another social class.
Until he was married in April, 1812, he had lived in simple
bachelor rooms in the Royal Institution. His total official
salary was £400 per ann. Though he had been passion-
ately fond of social pleasures he had always subordinated
them to scientific work. On April 8th he was knighted,
and on the nth he married Mrs. Apreece. He did not
intend his marriage to interfere with his prosecution of
research. He relinquished his official appointment in order
to be free from administrative work, but he remained
honorary professor, and hoped to continue to devote much
time to research,
Mrs. Apreece was the widow of S. A, Apreece, the eldest
son of Sir Thomas Apreece, She was the daughter of
Charles Kerr, a distant relative of Sir Walter Scott, and a
merchant who had made a large fortune in Antigua, a West
Indian island used for sugar-growing and slavery. The

